Minutes from HIV Specialist Interest Group Meeting

09/05/06, St Barts Hospital

Present

Emma McGettigan (Sen I PT, Bart’s)

Will Chegwidden (Sen I OT, Bart’s)

Sara Gill (Sen I Physio, St Thomas’)

Carey Bowtell (Sen II OT, Day care, Mildmay)

Rose Rich (Sen I Adult Community OT, Newham)

Rebecca Lew (Sen I PT North Middlesex)

Camilla Hawkins (Sen I OT, Mildmay)

Apologies

Camille Cleland (Sen I PT, UCLH)

Agenda

Introductions

Area update

Study day planning

Aims

· Finalise programme for days 1 & 2

· Plan venue, advertising

· Plan how to reach national audience

Introduction

HIV service changes at St Thomas’ Hospital

SG reported that she is no longer working as a dedicated HIV physiotherapist due to budget cuts being made by the physiotherapy department. SG will only be involved in treating out-patients with HIV as well as running the neuro out-patient service. In-patients with HIV will be covered by the respiratory and the neuro rehab teams. These changes were proposed by the physiotherapy management team and have been commenced in spite of initial objections from SG and the Harrison Wing.

Mildmay Service

CH reported on proposed redundancies that may be made at Mildmay. The situation is very uncertain at present and it remains to be seen where cuts will be made. 

Study Day

UK service review

EM presented an updated draft of the questionnaire to be sent out to identify current service provision in the UK. The draft has been accepted by the Barts audit committee. Ideas were welcomed on any further information it would be useful to know about organisations/ colleagues working in the HIV field around the UK. 

Advertising

WC propsed splitting the country into SHA’s and each SIG member collecting contact details within each SHA. All agreed, therefore WC to send web link to all members.

Other advertising ideas were discussed. Suggestions included Therapy Weekly, Frontline, Universities, NHS  trusts.

Presentations

Names of SIG members that will be presenting on day 1 were confirmed.

Day 1 all covered by CIG members.

Stefan Von Schilling to present on his service at CYMCA.

Day 2 – outside speakers suggested

BHIVA representative, Pharamacist Kate Scott, Lighthouse South speaker on asylum/ immigration, Matthew Molineux confirmed

Venue

WC has looked into using Barts facilties as a venue. Unfortunately Barts were unable to confirm availability therefore SG to look into St Thomas’ facilities as back-up.

Charges

Charges for day 1 were suggested – all agreed upon £65.

Numbers

No indication of numbers for day 1 at present. This will hopefully become clear when the surveys and fliers have been sent out.

Day 2 is likely to be approx 20. Again emphasised that to attend day 2 people should be experienced and definitely actively involved in working in the HIV field.

Action for all

Agreed that all presenters would bring summaries of their talks to the next meeting, in order to provide prospective attendees with information on the course content. Also to bring any relevant reading material/ journals to include in the pack to be sent out to attendees.

Additional News

Well done to EM and WC on gaining sponsorship to attend the World AIDS conference in Toronto. Looking forward to hearing all of your feedback from it!

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 20th June 06

VENUE: Barts

